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William. It gradually became clear that France would restore
all her conquests in the Low Countries and on the Rhine
made since the Peace of Nimwcgen except only Strasburg;
and for Strasburg she would give an ample substitute.
William, with his lifelong knowledge of Europe, com-
prehended perfectly the meaning of these proposals. But
the pressure for peace, especially in England, convinced
him that he had not the power to reject them. The negotia-
tions, opened under Swedish mediation at Ryswick, were
protracted. The French, who had been able to draw fifty
thousand of their troops from the Italian theatre for the
northern front, were in no hurry to close the campaign. The
differences between the allies, an elaborate ceremonial, and the
necessary adjustments of points of dignity and honour occupied
the rest of 1697. The Emperor, who wanted Strasburg,
protested strongly. Considering, however, that he had
himself made a separate agreement neutralizing the Italian
front and liberating the French army operating there, his
position was not morally strong. The Spaniards were tamed
by disasters at Barcelona and at Cartagena, in the Indies.
The English Parliament clamoured for a settlement.
It was not till October 1697 that the group of treaties
bringing back peace to the whole world was completed.
Apart from the territorial arrangements, Louis agreed tacitly
and under curious reserves to recognize William as King of the
three kingdoms. He refused to abandon James II by name,
but he contracted not to support any enemies of England,
adding the words "without any exception/'which, since they
covered the Prince of Wales as well as the exiled King, were
by no means unacceptable. He also withdrew his demand
that the mass of the Jacobite refugees apart from the Royal
Family should return under an amnesty to their native land.
He restored the principality of Orange to its redoubtable
owner, stipulating only that no French Huguenots should
reside there. William on his part abated his claim that James
and his Court should leave French soil, and by a provision
which casts a revealing light upon the cool mood of the
times undertook to pay to Mary of Modena a jointure
486